
374   Part V: Social Dynamics

generation was in their teens and early 20s, in the 1960s 
and 1970s, the overall rates of deviance climbed higher. 
When the birth dearth group was in their teens, overall 
rates of crime dropped because there were fewer teen-
agers. Thus, private and personal decisions by thou-
sands of couples (micro level) may result in the crime 
rates for the entire country rising or falling 15 years later.

Because population trends shape your life, under-
standing those trends can help you use that knowl-
edge to your advantage. To illustrate the power of 
demographic trends on individual decisions, the next 
“Engaging Sociology” provides an exercise in problem 
solving using information from population pyramids of 
U.S. cities.

ENGAGING SOCIOLOGY
Population Pyramids and Predicting 
Community Needs and Services
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Study these three population pyramid graphs. Based on 
what you see, answer the following questions:

1.	 Which community would likely have the lowest 
crime rate? Explain.

2.	 Which community would likely have the most cul-
tural amenities (theaters, art galleries, concert halls, 
and so forth)? Explain.

3.	 Imagine you were an entrepreneur planning on 
starting a business in one of these communities.

a.	 Name three businesses that you think would 
succeed in each community. Explain.

b.	 Name one business that you think would not suc-
ceed in each community. Explain.
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(Hint: Norfolk is home to one of the nation’s largest navy 
bases.)

(Hint: Bloomington is the home of Indiana University 
located in a smallish city.)

(Hint: Naples is a major retirement community.)




